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Introduction:

In the days when we had an open shop, in a situation with which no doubt all booksellers 
are familiar, we occasionally had a ‘customer’ who would look around the shop taking 
in the view of anything from three or four, to ten thousand books or more, and 
earnestly enquire “have you read all these books?” to which I was frequently tempted 
to reply “oh yes!”  Such innocents of course never purchased a book themselves, 
probably they never read one, at least not a book of any substance.

However, on this occasion, the rejoinder is nearly true.  In the list here offered, I 
have indeed read all but two (and one, I confess, only partially) more or less in 
chronological order.  I have learned a lot, and sadly I am not surprised at the  
resurgence of COVID-19 in Europe and elsewhere — it is following the pattern 
of many epidemics throughout history.  I think the common factor is human 
behaviour.  With all our modern technology and sophistication, vastly greater 
access to information and speed of communications, human beings still behave 
in essentially primitive ways.  We get impatient, we get bored, we don’t like being 
told what to do, we crave the company of our fellows, and the virus cares not, but 
implacably follows its trajectory and takes advantage of every opportunity.

I found these books very interesting and informative, with a high proportion being 
well-written and engaging.  I hope you may find the same.

Julien Renard.

P.S.  The total value of the books in this list is just over A$1500.  Should anyone wish 
to purchase the lot, we offer them for 24 hours at the discounted amount of A$1250 
plus postage.  After 24 hours individual orders will be processed.  First in best dressed!
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1		  Brookesmith, Peter.  FUTURE PLAGUES.  Biohazard, Disease and Pestilence.  
Mankind’s battle for survival.  Consultant Editor: Professor Roy Porter.  4to, First 
Australian Edition; pp. 176; numerous coloured illustrations, glossary, bibliography, 
index; original slick papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  (Gordon, NSW); 
Universal International; (1997).  ***A good overview with useful clear descriptions 
of the mode of operation of viruses and bacteria and the body’s defences to them.  
#60070	 A$40.00
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2		  Burnet, Sir Macfarlane.  CHANGING PATTERNS.  An atypical autobiography.  
First Edition; pp. [x], 282; portrait frontispiece, 4 plates, appendix, bibliography, 
index; original papered boards; a nice copy in dustwrapper.  (Melbourne); 
Heinemann; (1968).  ***Renowned for his work on viruses and in immunology, 
amongst many other things, Burnet’s autobiography is rather woodenly written 
when referring to his personal life, but is extraordinarily clear and informative on 
biological technical matters.  #67497	 A$45.00
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3		  Butcher, Barry.  OF VETS, VIRUSES AND VACCINES.  The Story of CSIRO’s 
Animal Health Research Laboratory, Parkville.  Roy. 8vo, First Edition; pp. x, 326, 
[2](blank); 6 coloured plates, numerous b/w. illustrations, chronology, sources, 2 
appendices, index; original slick pictorial papered boards; a fine copy.  (Collingwood); 
CSIRO Publishing; (2000).  #65717	 A$35.00
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4		  Crosby, Alfred W.  AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN PANDEMIC.  The Influenza 
of 1918.  Second Edition.  Med. 8vo, Second Edition, Fifth Impression; pp. xiv, 
208, [4], [209]-342(last 5 blank); 12 graphs, maps & tables, index; original stiff 
wrappers; a nice copy.  (New York); Cambridge University Press; (2006).  ***First 
published in 1976 as Epidemic and Peace: 1918, second edition first published in 
2003.  #68306	 A$30.00
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5		  Davies, Pete.  CATCHING COLD.  1918’s forgotten tragedy and the scientific 
hunt for the virus that caused it.  First Edition; pp. [x], 306, [4](blank); references; 
original papered boards; a nice copy in dustwrapper.  London; Michael Joseph; 
(1999).  ***An interesting account of influenza focussing on the 1918 pandemic 
and scientific efforts to find samples of the virus in cadavers frozen in Arctic regions.  
#26428	 A$30.00
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6		  Davis, Mike.  THE MONSTER AT OUR DOOR.  The Global Threat of Avian 
Flu.  Cr. 8vo, First Edition; pp. viii, 212, [4](blank); 1 fig., a few tables, notes, index; 
original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  New York; The New Press; 
(2005).  ***A clear exposition of the risks of further flu pandemics and a timely (2020) 
reminder that Covid-19 notwithstanding, we are still ill-prepared for the emergence 
of new or resurgent strains of influenza.  #45959	 A$30.00
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7		  de Kruif, Paul  THE FIGHT FOR LIFE.  First Edition; pp. [x], 342; index; 
original cloth, fore-edge uncut; a nice copy in worn dustwrapper.  New York; 
Harcourt, Brace and Company; (1938).  ***The progress of medical research in 
fighting disease with particular reference to U.S. public health.  Covers especially 
microbial infections including maternal mortality (childbed fever), meningitis, 
syphilis, tuberculosis and infantile paralysis (polio).  Written before the advent of 
polio vaccines and antibiotics this book provides a useful historical perspective on 
more recent achievements.  #45895	 A$30.00
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8		  Ewald, Paul W.  PLAGUE TIME.  How Stealth Infections Cause Cancers, Heart 
Disease, and Other Deadly Ailments.  Med. 8vo, Third Impression; pp. [vi], 282; 
notes, glossary, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  New 
York; The Free Press; (2000).  ***A clear and persuasive account of the infectious causes 
of many acute and chronic illnesses and suggestions for the direction of future research.  
#30680	 A$40.00
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9		  Glynn, Ian and Jenifer.  THE LIFE AND DEATH OF SMALLPOX.  Med. 
8vo, First Edition; pp. x, 278; several illustrations; notes, index; original papered 
boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  (London); Profile Books; (2004).  ***An excellent 
account of smallpox, strong on historical aspects.  #60038	 A$50.00
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10	 Guterl, Fred.  THE FATE OF THE SPECIES.  Why the Human Race May Cause 
Its Own Extinction and How We Can Stop It.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [viii], 
216(last 5 blank); notes, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  
New York; Bloomsbury; (2012).  ***Including the threats from superviruses including 
those synthetically made by us, climate change, ecosystem destruction and extinction 
and the possibility of hostile autonomous machines.  #67483	 A$35.00
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11	 Hatcher, John.  THE BLACK DEATH.  An Intimate History.  Med. 8vo, First 
Edition, Third Impression; pp. xviii, 302(last blank); 3 maps, 16 plates, source 
notes; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  London; Weidenfeld 
& Nicolson; (2008).  ***A partly fictionalized account, based on historical facts, of the 
bubonic plague in an English village in the fourteenth century.  #14525	 A$30.00
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12	 Hausler, Thomas.  VIRUSES VS. SUPERBUGS.  A solution to the antibiotics 
crisis?  Translated by Karen Leube.  Cr. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xiv, 292, [6](adv.); 
several illustrations, 2 appendices, notes, index; original papered boards; a fine copy 
in dustwrapper.  London; Macmillan; (2006).  ***A fascinating book on the use of 
bacteriophages (bacteria eating viruses or ‘phages’) to combat bacterial infections, a 
treatment understood before the discovery of penicillin and long used in the Soviet 
bloc, but neglected until recent times in the West; a promising solution to the crisis of 
antibiotic resistance.  #62166	 A$50.00
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13	 Honigsbaum, Mark.  THE FEVER TRAIL.  In Search of the Cure for Malaria.  
Med. 8vo, First U.S. Edition; pp. xx, 308(last blank); 5 full-page maps, 16 plates, notes, 
sources, bibliography, index; original papered boards; a nice copy in dustwrapper.  
New York; Farrar, Straus and Giroux; (2002).  ***An excellent book on the discovery, 
exploration for, and cultivation of Cinchona for the production of quinine, and on the 
search for vaccines against malaria.  #27997	 A$50.00
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14	 Karlen, Arno.  BIOGRAPHY OF A GERM.  Cr. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [ii], vi, 
182(last 3 blank); original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  New York; 
Pantheon Books; (2000).  ***A very well-written account of Borrelia burgdorferi, the 
bacterial cause of the tick-borne Lyme’s disease, and it’s ecology.  #34880	 A$30.00
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15	 Klein, George.  THE ATHEIST AND THE HOLY CITY.  Encounters and 
Reflections.  translated by Theodore and Ingrid Friedmann.  foreword by Lewis 
Thomas.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xiv, 226(last 3 blank); notes, index; original 
cloth; a nice copy in very slightly defective dustwrapper.  Cambridge, Massachusetts; 
The MIT Press; (1990).  ***Interesting and well-written essays by an innovative cancer 
researcher and member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, including very clear 
descriptions of viral infection processes.  #65058	 A$25.00
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16	 Kolata, Gina.  FLU.  The Story of the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the 
Search for the Virus that Caused It.  First Edition; pp. [iv], xii, 330, [4](blank); 8 
plates, notes, index; original quarter cloth; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  New York; 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux; (1999).  ***A well-written and informative account of 
the 1918 pandemic with a detailed and well-balanced account of scientific efforts to 
understand its origins.  #9048	 A$45.00
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17	 Moore, Pete.  SUPER BUGS.  Rogue Diseases of the Twenty-First Century.  First 
Edition; pp. 224; 16 coloured plates, index, bibliography; original papered boards; 
a fine copy in dustwrapper.  London; Carlton Books; 2001.  ***A good summary of 
the present and future threats from old and emerging bacterial, viral and prion diseases.  
#22439	 A$35.00
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18	 Orent, Wendy.  PLAGUE.  The Mysterious Past and Terrifying Future of the 
World’s Most Dangerous Disease.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [x], 278(last blank); 
a few illustrations, notes, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  
New York; Free Press; (2004).  ***An exceptional book, clear, well-written and 
researched, and easy to read, on the history, epidemiology and possible alarming future 
of Yersinia pestis.  #28405	 A$50.00
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19	 Parsonnet, Julie; Editor.  MICROBES AND MALIGNANCY.  Infection as 
a Cause of Human Cancers.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xii, 468(last 3 blank); 
numerous figures, references, index; original slick boards; a fine copy.  New York; 
Oxford University Press; 1999.  ***Informative chapters on the complex links between 
viral, bacterial and other microbial infections and cancer.  #41732	 A$55.00
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20	 Pasternak, Charles.  THE MOLECULES WITHIN US.  Our Body in Health 
and Disease.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xiv, 336, [2](blank); 76 illustrations 
& figures, bibliography, glossary, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in 
dustwrapper.  New York and London; Plenum Trade; (1998).  ***Including mention 
of viruses.  A clear and readable if somewhat didactic account of biochemical processes 
with a useful glossary.  #48715	 A$40.00
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21	 Pfeiffer, Mary Beth.  LYME.  The First Epidemic of Climate Change.  Med. 8vo, 
First Edition; pp. xiv, 282, [2](last blank); bibliography, index; original papered 
boards; a very good copy in dustwrapper.  Washington; Island Press; (2018).  ***A 
somewhat disorganized and slightly repetitious, but nevertheless interesting account 
of Borrelia burgdorferi and other tick-borne diseases.  The links between ecological 
degradation, climate change and the spread of ticks with their burden of spirochetes 
and other bacteria seems inescapable.  #68158	 A$25.00
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22	 Preston, Richard.  THE HOT ZONE.  [A Terrifying True Story].  Med. 8vo, First 
Edition; pp. [xxxii], 306(last 3 blank); double-page map, 3 illustrations, glossary; 
original quarter cloth; (two tiny light stamps on bottom edge only); a fine copy in 
dustwrapper.  New York; Random House; (1994).  ***The story of the Ebola virus 
outbreaks, written in a most compelling yet informative ‘thriller’ style, difficult to put 
down.  #23051	 A$30.00
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23	 Quammen, David.  SPILLOVER.  Animal Infections and the Next Human 
Pandemic.  Med. 8vo, First U.K. Edition; pp. 592(last 3 blank); 6 full-page maps, 
notes, bibliography, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  
London; The Bodley Head; (2012).  ***A very clearly written, informative and 
prescient account of the various viral, bacterial and other zoonotic infections which 
have attacked humanity in the past and threaten in the present and future, including 
a prophetic description of coronaviruses.  #36194	 A$60.00
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24	 Quinn, Tom.  FLU.  A Social History of Influenza.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. 
224; 8 plates, glossary, bibliography, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in 
dustwrapper.  (London); New Holland; (2008).  ***An excellent account of flu from 
ancient times through to the major pandemic of 1918 and later twentieth-century 
epidemics, together with the threats from avian flu in the future.  #20333	 A$40.00
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25	 Radetsky, Peter.  THE INVISIBLE INVADERS.  The Story of the Emerging 
Age of Viruses.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xvi, 146(last blank); 16 plates, several 
figures, sources, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  Boston; 
Little, Brown and Company; (1991).  ***A good history from Jenner onwards, extending 
the account given in Greer Williams’ Virus Hunters.  #9471	 A$50.00
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26	 Rosebury, Theodor.  LIFE ON MAN.  First Edition; pp. xvi, 240(last blank); 
notes, bibliography, index; original cloth; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  London; 
Secker & Warburg; (1969).  ***On the microbes which live in and on our bodies, 
with brief passing mention of viruses, and with considerable discussion of language and 
censorship surrounding excretory and sexual functions as well as the history of customs 
surrounding alimentary products.  #8231	 A$35.00
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27	 Rosen, William.  JUSTINIAN’S FLEA.  Plague, Empire, and the Birth of 
Europe.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [xiv], 370(last 3 blank); 6 full-page maps, 
notes, bibliography note, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  
(London; Pengin Books; 2007).  ***Concentrating more on historical aspects than 
Plague itself, the book examines the disease’s impact on the unfolding of European 
history from the declining years of the Roman Empire.  #58845	 A$45.00
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28	 Ross, Sir Ronald.  STUDIES ON MALARIA.  Cr. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xii, 
196; 4 plates, references, index; original cloth; (a corner cut from endpaper & half-
title); a very good copy in remains of dustwrapper.  London; John Murray; (1928).  
*** “... all the essentials of the author’s work on malaria from 1895 ....”  Ross was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for his researches establishing beyond doubt the transmission 
of malaria by mosquitoes and practical means for the reduction of the incidence of this 
extensive plague.  Amongst other things including his discoveries and experiments in 
India and Africa, he here recounts the plagiarism he suffered at the hands of certain 
Italian researchers.  #40249	 A$45.00
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29	 Ryan, Frank.  VIRUS X.  Tracking the New Killer Plagues.  Out of the Present and 
into the Future.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xx, 430; 8 plates, appendix, references, 
index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  Boston; Little, Brown 
and Company; (1997).  ***A comprehensive and intelligently written book, highly 
informative, skilfully relating biology to human affairs and detailing the progress of 
past epidemics with pointers to the future.  #60720	 A$35.00
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30	 Schwartz, Maxime.  HOW THE COWS TURNED MAD.  Translated by 
Edward Schneider.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [viii], 240(last blank); notes, 
bibliography, chronology, index; original quarter cloth; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  
Berkeley; University of California Press; (2003).  ***A well-written and fascinating 
account of BSE, CJD, scrapie and kuru, and the discovery of the prions which cause 
these diseases.  #28434	 A$50.00
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31	 Sipress, Alan.  THE FATAL STRAIN.  On the Trail of Avian Flu and the 
Coming Pandemic.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xiv, 386; 8 plates, notes, index; 
original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  (New York); Viking; (2009).  
***An excellent account of flu and its origins including also SARS (the first Coronavirus 
pandemic) and the prospects for an Avian flu pandemic which is likely to be both more 
easily transmitted and more deadly.  #27265	 A$35.00
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32	 Tucker, Jonathan B.  SCOURGE.  The Once and Future Threat of Smallpox.  Med. 
8vo, First Edition; pp. [xii], 292(last blank); source notes, index; original papered 
boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  New York; Atlantic Monthly Press; (2001).  ***A 
good account of the virus and its eradication with a substantial reporting of the political 
aspects and the involvement of the U.S.S.R. and Russia.  #53694	 A$45.00
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33	 Walters, Mark Jerome.  SIX MODERN PLAGUES and How We Are Causing 
Them.  First Edition, Third Impression; pp. [viii], 206, [2](blank); notes, index; 
original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  Washington (DC); Island 
Press / Shearwater Books; (2003).  ***Accounts of Mad Cow Disease, HIV/AIDS, 
Salmonella, Lyme Disease, Hantavirus, West Nile Virus, and brief mention of SARS.  
#45129	 A$30.00



Gaston Renard Fine and Rare Books	 Short List Number 343	 2020 

34	 Wasik, Bill and Murphy, Monica.  RABID.  A Cultural History of the World’s 
Most Diabolical Virus.  First Edition; pp. xii, 276(last blank); several illustrations, 
notes, index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  (New York); 
Viking; (2012).  #66515	 A$30.00
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35	 Waterson, A. P. & Wilkinson, Lise.  AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
HISTORY OF VIROLOGY.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. xiv, 240(last 3 blank); 
27 figures, bibliography, biographical notes, references & author index, subject 
index; original papered boards; a fine copy in dustwrapper.  Cambridge; Cambridge 
University Press; (1978).  ***An informative book, well illustrated, and written in an 
interesting matter of fact style, giving a very good summary of the subject up to the date 
of publication.  The 31-page section of biographical notes on researchers is a valuable 
addition and there is an extensive reference list.  #18328	 A$50.00



Gaston Renard Fine and Rare Books	 Short List Number 343	 2020 

36	 Webster, Charles; Edited by.  HEALTH, MEDICINE AND MORTALITY 
IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY.  Med. 8vo, First Edition; pp. [xiv], 394; 13 
plates, notes, index; original papered boards; (a few minor marks); a very good copy 
in dustwrapper.  Cambridge; Cambridge University Press; (1979).  ***A volume in 
the series Cambridge Monographs on the History of Medicine.  #15716	 A$45.00
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37	 Williams, Greer.  VIRUS HUNTERS.  [The lives and triumphs of great modern 
medical pioneers].  First Edition; pp. xvi, 430, [2](blank); bibliography, index; 
original cloth; a very good copy in dustwrapper.  (London); Hutchinson of London; 
(1960).  ***An excellent book, in parts a little whimsically written, but a very useful and 
readable account of the discovery and investigation of viruses from Jenner to Wendell 
Stanley, with a little on the then emerging understanding of the relationship between 
viruses and genes.  #24114	 A$50.00
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38	 Winslow, Charles-Edward Amory.  THE CONQUEST OF EPIDEMIC 
DISEASE.  A Chapter in the History of Ideas.  (Facsimile of the 1943 edition).  Med. 
8vo, Facsimile Edition; pp. xiv, 414(last 3 blank); references, index; original cloth 
(a little marked); a very good copy in worn dustwrapper.  New York and London; 
Hafner Publishing Company; 1967.  ***A most interesting and comprehensively 
written history of the research and investigation of bacterial and viral infection from 
ancient times to c. 1940; an excellent book.  #64947	 A$30.00
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POSTAL ORDER FORM
TO:	 GASTON RENARD - BOOKS AUSTRALASIA - Fine and Rare Books

P.O. BOX 1030, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE, 3079, AUSTRALIA.
Telephone: (03) 9459 5040

Email: books@GastonRenard.com.au

PLEASE SUPPLY FROM LIST No. 343 — Epidemics and Viruses.

(Our invoice, included in the parcel, will show the total amount of your purchase).

Signature: ____________________________________ Expiry Date:________

Name [Block Letters]: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________Telephone: __________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

[ ]  Please record my interest in the following subjects and send me 
any relevant Short Lists:

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

 Item    # Number        Author / Title                   Price  

[ ]  Please post to me at the address below.  DATE:_________________

[ ]  I will make payment to your account (BSB: 083376, A/c. No.		
     646051819) on receipt of invoice showing total incl. postage.

[ ]  My cheque, incl. postage, for $ _______  is enclosed.

[ ]  Please charge my MASTERCARD or VISA or AMEX, Account Number:-


